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WILLIAM GORDON YOUNG 

Condolence Motion 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [2.01 pm] — without notice: I move — 

That this house records its sincere regret at the death of William Gordon Young and tenders its deep 

sympathy to his family. 

William Gordon Young was born on 28 August 1918 in Nedlands, the son of a farmer, Arthur James Young, and 

Alice Nicholls. Bill Young, as he was known, was educated at Nedlands Primary School and Claremont High 

School. After leaving school, Bill worked as a clerk with insurance agents and importers W.H. Evans and 

Company, and he then farmed at Kondinin from 1935 to 1940. In November 1940, Bill enlisted in the Royal 

Australian Air Force as a volunteer airman. He trained as a pilot and advanced through the ranks, and was 

appointed as a pilot officer in July 1943 and a flight lieutenant before his eventual discharge in 1945. In the 

course of World War II, he flew bombers in Egypt, Burma, Singapore and India, before returning to Australia in 

the intelligence service. 

Following his return to Australia, Bill married the now late Amy Doreen Pond on 13 May 1944 at St Margaret’s 

Anglican Church in Nedlands. He also played league football with the Claremont Football Club during the 1945 

season, and towards the end of that year Bill returned to the Kondinin area to farm—initially with his father, and 

then on a farm of his own. He became active in the local community as an elected member of the Shire of 

Kondinin from 1954 to 1967, including a period as president from 1959. He was also president of the Kondinin 

branch of the Farmers’ Union of Western Australia. 

Bill was elected to the Legislative Assembly as the member for Roe at a by-election in September 1967, taking 

the seat from fellow Country Party member Tom Hart, who had resigned due to ill health. Bill Young retained 

the seat in general elections in 1968 and 1971, before his eventual defeat in the 1974 election. Bill was the 

chairman of the Parliamentary Country Party from 1971 to 1974 and the party’s deputy leader from 1973 to 

1974. His parliamentary appointments included Deputy Chairman of Committees and membership of the Select 

Committee on the Parliamentary Committee System. 

Bill’s community involvement continued long after his time in Parliament. He served as chairman of the 

Claremont Teachers Training College council from 1977 to 1979 and the Western Australian College of 

Advanced Education from 1979 to 1983. He was a member of the National Parks Authority, Fremantle Legacy 

and the Air Force Association, and he was honoured as a life member of the Kondinin Football Club. 

Bill Young will be remembered as a determined representative of the interests of rural communities, a noted 

farmer in the Kondinin district, a pilot in the Royal Australian Air Force and a fine sportsman, and for his work 

as a member of the Legislative Assembly and with numerous community organisations. On behalf of all 

members of this house, I express my condolences to his children, Brian, Graeme and Rae, and their families, and 

acknowledge Bill Young’s contribution to the Western Australian community and to this Parliament. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Leader of the Opposition) [2.05 pm]: I also pass on my regards to 

Mr William Gordon Young’s family and acknowledge their loss.  

Mr Young was born in August 1918 in “The Bungalow”, Nedlands. He attended primary school in the western 

suburbs of Perth, worked with insurance agents, and then went farming in Kondinin. During 1940 he enlisted in 

the Royal Australian Air Force, and throughout the Second World War flew bombers and dive-bombers in 

Egypt, Singapore, India and Burma. He survived the conflict, which of course was often not the case for people 

who flew aircraft in the Second World War; indeed, of the Australian armed forces who served in the Second 

World War, those who flew in bombers and fighter aircraft had the highest casualty rates—ordinarily, deaths—

of any of the armed services. Obviously, Bill was a very, very brave man who served in extraordinary 

circumstances and served his country in some of the most difficult locations around the world. The fact that he 

survived that experience means that he was probably a very good pilot, and he was also very lucky to return to 

Australia.  

He had a distinguished career subsequent to his service in the Second World War. He played football for 

Claremont, but otherwise his career was quite distinguished! He served in the predecessor to the Western 

Australian Farmers Federation, the Farmers’ Union of WA, and he was elected to Parliament to represent Roe 

for the Country Party in 1967; his parliamentary career lasted for seven years. I assume that when he lost the 

electorate of Roe in the March 1974 election, he lost it to a Liberal Party member; of course, in those days there 

was often a great deal of conflict, as history records, between Country and Liberal Party members in those 

electorates.  
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I had a look at Mr Young’s first speech, which he delivered on 15 November 1967. It was interesting to have a 

look at his speech, and I will quote from it because he was a person who took up issues perhaps ahead of his 

time, particularly for a farmer from that part of the world. He took up the issue of erosion by wind and water, 

which has of course, amongst other things, caused a great deal of the salinity problems currently affecting the 

wheatbelt. I will quote from his inaugural speech, which states —  

It was a feature of Western Australia’s early development that the heavy country was opened up first 

and, of course, this was in the valley areas. As a consequence, we find that the new country which is 

being opened up is in the higher areas and this is causing great problems in connection with wind and 

water erosion. 

… 

So it can be seen that, in the space of 10 years approximately 14,000,000 acres will be added to land 

already developed, and we will need to watch carefully erosion by both wind and water.  

Later in his first speech he raised the issue of water conservation, and rather presciently indicated that there 

would perhaps be problems with water conservation and water supply in Western Australia in the future. He was 

a man ahead of his time. He was interjected on twice in his first speech—once by the Premier and once by a 

Mr Gayfer—so he obviously elicited strong reactions from members of Parliament, particularly members on his 

own side! I think, looking at that and his record, particularly as a pilot in the Second World War, he was a man 

of some consequence, and someone who served his country, his community and the Western Australian 

Parliament with distinction.  

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Deputy Leader of the National Party) [2.09 pm]: I rise to support this 

motion on behalf of the National Party members in the chamber.  

Hon William Gordon Young—known as Bill—was born on 28 August 1918 in Nedlands. He attended Nedlands 

Primary School and Claremont High School. For a year he worked as an insurance agent and importer, but he 

yearned for the country life and moved to Kondinin to work on the family farm until 1940. In 1940, he enlisted 

in the Royal Australian Air Force as a flight lieutenant, and over the course of the war he flew bombers in Egypt, 

Singapore and Burma; he returned to Australia in March 1944 to work in intelligence. In 1945 he went home to 

the family farm in Kondinin before purchasing his own farm. He married the late Amy Doreen Pond in May 

1944, and they went on to have two sons and a daughter. His family still lives in Kondinin. I personally know 

well Brian and Graeme Young—“Charlie” Young as he is known—and their families. Like their dad, Brian and 

Graeme are wonderful community people. 

Bill Young served on the Shire of Kondinin from 1955 to 1967, and was shire president from 1959 to 1967. He 

ran for Parliament for the Country Party and was elected to the seat of Roe on 2 September 1967, taking over 

from Tom Hart, a fellow Country Party member of Parliament. Bill held the seat until 30 March 1974. He was 

also chairman of the Parliamentary Country Party from 1971 to 1974, and deputy leader between 17 July 1973 

and March 1974. 

Bill constantly fought in Parliament for the provision of essential services for people living on the land. In his 

maiden speech in this place he talked about the problem of essential services such as roads, schools and water 

supplies. He was also an advocate for sustainable farming and good conservation practice, and often raised 

concerns in Parliament regarding the issue of water conservation and regeneration and preservation of the 

rangelands, and also in the wheatbelt and south west, which were struggling to cope with a rise in population. 

Following his departure from Parliament, he became involved with the National Parks Authority of Western 

Australia, the Claremont Teachers Training College council and the Western Australian College of Advanced 

Education. Bill was a keen and very good football player. He played for Claremont Football Club, which I think, 

Leader of the Opposition, goes to show that he was indeed a man of great character. He also went home and 

played for the Kondinin Football Club, and was a life member of that club. The Kondinin Football Club was one 

of the most successful football clubs in country Western Australia for many years. It is a well-known club in 

country WA. 

Bill will be remembered as a passionate defender of regional WA, an honoured war veteran and a talented 

sportsman and community leader who made an outstanding contribution to the state. On behalf of the Nationals 

and all members, I offer our sincere condolences to his children, Brian, Graeme and Rae, and their families. 

The SPEAKER: Members, to carry this motion, I ask you to stand and spend a minute in silence. 

Question passed; members standing.  

 


